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Lesson 12:  Choice of Unit 

 
Exit Ticket 
 

1. The table below shows an approximation of the national debt at the beginning of each decade over the last century.  

Choose a unit that would make a discussion of the increase in the national debt easier.  Name your unit and explain 

your choice.   

 

Year Debt in Dollars 

1900 2.1 × 109 

1910 2.7 × 109 

1920 2.6 × 1010 

1930 1.6 × 1010 

1940 4.3 × 1010 

1950 2.6 × 1011 

1960 2.9 × 1011 

1970 3.7 × 1011 

1980 9.1 × 1011 

1990 3.2 × 1012 

2000 5.7 × 1012 

 

 

 

 

2. Using the new unit you have defined, rewrite the debt for years 1900, 1930, 1960, and 2000.   


